Introduction to Sociology

Politics and Economics

Power, Authority, and Violence

Types of Government
The U.S. Political System
Who Rules the United States?
The Transformation of Economic Systems
World Economic Systems
Capitalism in a Global Economy

Power, Authority, Violence

Recall:
Power - ability to get
your way
Authority - legitimate
power
Ex.: traffic cop who fines
you
Coercion - illegitimate
power
Ex.: robber who mugs you
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Traditional Political Structures
(Steward)
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Non-Centralized Societies:

» Group of related
households occupying one
region (about 50 to 500
people)

» Gather on ad hoc basis to
hunt and gather

» No permanent leader

» Least complex form of
political organization

d _h_,a!E.\X§': Pqiggte (US), 'Kung (S.

P Rrica, Ndmibia) L

Non-Centralized Societies:
Tribe

« Group of independent communities occupying
one region (about 200 — 2,000 people)

¢ United by common language, culture, kin ties
e Sedentary, light farmers / herders

« Leader (big man) holds prestige, not authority
— Exs.: Papua New Guinea, Nuer (Sudan), Navajo

i

Centralized Societies:

Chiefdom
FAET, « Regional polity with two or more

groups organized under one

chief (ascribed rule) (several

| 1000's)

» Chief / king heads a ranked

hierarchy

Increase in population, complex

tech, jobs, instability

* May be basis of “civilization”

— Exs.: Ancient Hawaii, Ancient

Chesapeake, medieval Europe /
Japan / W. Africa, Angkor W at,

Modern ex.: Kpelle (Liberia)
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Centralized Societies:
State

« Strong, centralized political system with
clear, strong leader (10,000's +)

Claims authority to maintain social order
by force

Most centralized, unstable political system
Clear borders, hierarchy, jobs

Exs.: any ancient empire, any modern
country

We live in a state

Power, Authority,
and Violence

Three sources of authority:

Traditional — based on custom
Tribes, kingdoms

Rational-legal — based on written rules
Many states .

Charismatic — freely and gr%:iously given
Tribes, chiefdoms, states
Threat to peaceful transfer of authority?
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Types of State-Level Governments

Monarchies

Ancient states (from 3500 BC) & city-
states

Democracies
Direct vs. Represemgative
Dictatorships and olfgarchies
Totalitarianism
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U.S. Political System

Political parties and elections

. Democrats, Republicans, and Third

Parties
Easier to discern the extremes than the

I moderates.
Difficult for third parties in the US to gain

N power
Exs.: Bull Moose, Progressive, Dixiecrat,

Reform

. Libertarian, Green
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Voting Patterns

Consistent for 1980 through 2000

Non-Hispanic whites most likely to vote

African-Americans next most likely

Latinos least likely to vote

Voter apathy, social integration can explain trends?
Republicans, older, wealthier more likely to
vote

Midterm voters less likely to vote
Libertarians, Independents unlikely to show
party loyalty

©

Lobbyists and
Special Interests

Special Interest Groups — think alike on a
certain issue, mobilize for political action
Lobbyists — paid to influence legislation
PAC’s — pay lobbyists, legislators

PAC money buys votes

Most PAC's stand for financial interests of
specific groups
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Who Rules the U.S.?
Functionalist Perspective

Pluralism — diffusion of power among
many special interests, prevents one
group from gaining too much control
Protection from anarchy and totalitarianism
Diffusion of power among many
Checks and balances
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Who Rules the U.S.?
Conflict Perspective

The power elite —holds the big
power in government, makes the
big decisions
Comprised of the top business, political, and
military leaders
An organic unity growing from similar
backgrounds
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Figure 11.2 - Pover in the United States: The modéiroposed by C.Wright Mills. Page 294
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War and Terrorism

War — armed conflict between nations or
politically distinct groups
Cultural tradition of war, antagonism, “fuel”
that heats it.
Terrorism — use of violence to create
fear, to bring about political objectives.
Used by weaker groups against more
powerful groups.
Happens when traditional warfare is
impractical.
Exs.: Al-Qaida, ETA, IRA, Hamas
Can a state sponsor terrorism against its own
citizens?
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The Transformation of
Economic Systems

Economy - the mechanism by which values
are established to exchange goods and
services.

Pre-industrial subsistence systems:
As societies got bigger (moved from hunting and
gathering to horticulture and pastoralism):
Movement from subsistence economy
Development of social class, inequality
Move to agriculture continued the process.
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The Transformation of

Economic Systems

Surplus, inequality grew more with
industrialism

Surplus changed emphasis from production to
consumption of goods (conspicuous
consumption )

Factories Exploited Labor

More Efficient Machines Led to Conspicuous

Consumption
' _‘ £
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The Transformation of
Economic Systems

Information explosion, “global village”
are key elements of postindustrial
society

Six traits of postindustrial society
(Daniel Bell):

Extensive Trade among Nations

Vast Surplus of Goods

Service Sector employing most workers
Wider variety, amount of goods available
Information explosion

Microsdft Images

Global village (“instant worldwide communication™)
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Figure 11.3 -The Revolutionary Change i the U.S. Wk Force. Page 299
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Ominous Trends in the United
States
Reduction in jobs, benefits

Stagnant and shrinking
paychecks

Income inequalities

Figure 11.5 - The Imerted Income Pyramid: The Propdion of Income Receiyed by Each Fifth of the U SPopulation. Page 301
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World Economic Systems:
Capitalism

Three essential features:
Private ownership of means of production
Market competition

Pursuit of profit
Laissez-faire capitalism — only when
the market can operate with no gov't
interference
US system - welfare / state
capitalism

Vast system of laws (market restraints )

control private ownership, to protect the
public

Government monopoly over “common
good” items
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World Economic Systems:
Socialism

Three essential features:
Public ownership of means of production

country (instead of market forces)

Distribution of goods without profit motive
Designed to:

Eliminate competition

Produce goods for general welfare

Distribute them according to need

a country-wide scale

Some industries are in private hands
yright & Allyn & 2001

Democratic / welfare socialism - state and
individuals engage in production, distribution

Central planning by committee to decide needs of

Pure socialism only exists on a small scale, not on

Ideologies of Capitalism and
Socialism

Capitalists

Market Prices Should Determine Products and Prices

Profits are Good for Humanity

Society Benefits from More Supply and Cheaper Prices

Socialists
Profit is Immoral
Item’s Value Based on the Work that Went Into It
Government Protects Workers from Exploitation
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Criticisms of Capitalism and
Socialism

Capitalism

Leads to social inequality

Tiny top layer exploits vast bottom layer

Few who own the means of production reap huge profits
Socialism

Does not respect individual rights

Others control people’s lives

Gives everyone an equal chance to be poor
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Convergence of Capitalism and
Socialism

Convergence theory - the two will
eventually converge

Fundamental changes have happened
with these two systems
The US has adopted some socialistic
practices

Unemployment compensation, subsidized housing,
welfare, Social Security

The USSR began to reinstate market forces,
private ownership

Chinese leaders also relented, leading to
increased living standard
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Capitalism in a Global
Economy

Corporate Capitalism - the reason for
capitalism’s success
The business is treated as a “person”
Separation of ownership and management

Produces ownership of wealth with little control, control of
wealth with little ownership

Stockholders’ revolt  if profits are not up to
expectations
World’s three primary trading blocs:

The Americas (US)

Europe (Germany)

Asia (Japgn)
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Multinational Corporations

Corporations have
outgrown national
boundaries, leading to
multinational
corporations

More detached from
interests, values of
country of origin

Have become a powerful
political force

Ex.: oil companies,
McDonald’s
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Figure 11.7 -The Giobalization of Capitalism: Foregn Ownership of US. Business. Page 306
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