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� Education – How society 
transmits culture, norms, 
knowledge to the next 
generation (Randall Collins).

� Credential Societies require 
proof of learning (diplomas, 
credentials, etc.)
� Determines job eligibility

� Relation to nation’s economy?
� Wealthiest nations place most 

emphasis on formal education

Education in Global 
Perspective
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Figure 13.1 - Educational  Achievement in the Uni ted States. Page 344
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� Education provides social benefits, keeping 
society moving smoothly
� Manifest functions: Teaching knowledge and skills, 

cultural transmission of values
� Latent functions: Social integration into more 

cohesive unit, mainstream culture

� Gatekeeping and tracking?

Sociologists on Education:
Functionalist Perspective
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� Education maintains social inequality and 
the status quo

� The Hidden Curriculum – unwritten rules of 
behavior, attitude
� Taught especially to the middle, lower classes

� Tilting the Tests: Discrimination by IQ
� Is there a fair IQ test?

� Schools correspond to structure of society.
� Ex.: UK secondary schools in the 1970’s (Paul 

Willis)

Sociologists on Education:
Conflict Perspective
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� Students try to fulfill their own teachers’ expectations
� The Rist Research – participant-observation

� Tracking began in kindergarten
� Classes divided by expectations, higher groups treated 

better!

� How Do Teacher Expectations Work?
� Students scoring the same on course matter may receive 

different grades (girls, Asian-Americans)
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Sociological Perspectives on Education:
Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
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� Teacher expectations, qualifications
� Tracking by gender, ethnicity
� Special education

� IDEA (1990)

� No Child Left Behind
� Modern segregation
� Multiculturalism in the classroom

� How to integrate it year-round, not just
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Education Issues in the United States
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Challenges of Multicultural Education
United States
• Some misperceptions that negatively affect 

multicultural education
– All students from any one country or continent 

share the same culture/norms/values
– Children’s books about a culture are accurate
– Multicultural just addresses race/ethnicity
– It works best when separate from the curriculum
– Only use it with older children
– Monocultural societies don’t need it
– It is divisive, but accepted
– We don’t need it!
– All persons are monocultural
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Challenges of Multicultural Education
Japan
• A “monocultural” nation facing influx of 

immigrants
• How to educate non-Japanese children?

– JSL (Japanese as a Second Language) training
– Mentions of minorities in texts
– Koreans, Okinawans, burakumin in mainstream 

curriculum
– “International understanding”
– Teaching non-Japanese about their own 

heritage?
• Ex.: Korea-centric curriculum affirms Korean ethnicity, 

though children adapting Korean names
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A religion is a unified system of beliefs and 
practices relative to sacred things.

- Emile Durkheim (1915)

� Likely dates at least to Neanderthal times:
� Evidence of intentional burial of dead
� Grave goods, including flowers

What is Religion?
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� Belief that some things are sacred
� Practices/Rituals centering on things 

considered sacred
� A moral community resulting from a 

group’s beliefs and practices

Three Elements of Religion
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� Many positive functions of religion:
� Addresses questions about Ultimate Meaning of 

everything
� Social solidarity
� Emotional comfort
� Guidelines for / control of everyday life
� Can bring about social change

� Ex.: America’s “Christian left” and “Christian right”

� Negative dysfunctions:
� War & terrorism
� Religious persecution
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Sociologists on Religion:
Functionalist Perspective
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� Religious symbols provide identity & 
social solidarity, unite people in a moral 
community
� Religious symbols are sacred, communicate 

much to adherents.

� Rituals, ceremonies, repetitive practices 
unite people to the supernatural

� Beliefs –
� Can be vague… (God exists)
� …or specific (God demands X, Y and Z from 

us)

M
ic

ro
so

ft
 Im

ag
es

Sociologists on Religion:
Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
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� Conflict theorists are highly critical 
of religion
� Marx’s “Opium of the People”

� Religion provides legitimization of 
social inequalities
� Social arrangements represent God’s 

desires
� Divine rights / divinity of kings, 

queens, pharaohs, emperors
� Hindu Caste System
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Sociological Perspectives on Religion:
Conflict Perspective
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� Weber disagreed with Marx

� Religion holds the key to modernization, 
social change

� Ex.: Protestant Ethic
� Change from Catholicism to Protestantism

� Personal duty to make, invest money

� A move away from traditional thrift

Weber on Religion
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� Cults
� Charismatic leader
� Most popular religions started this way

� Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad

� Most cults fail

� Sects
� Loosely organized and fairly small
� Members dissatisfied with society at 

large
� Emphasize personal salvation
� Grow into churches.

Types of Religious Groups
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� Churches / Denominations
� Highly bureaucratized, with 

(inter)national offices

� Individual relationship with God less 

intense

� Ecclesia
� Difficult to tell where the culture 

begins and the religion ends

� Is a state religion

Types of Religious Groups
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� Characteristics of 
Membership
� Highest in South, Midwest
� Membership drawn from all classes, 

races / ethnicities
� More Episcopal, Jewish in upper 

class

� More Evangelical, Baptist in lower 
class

� Hispanics, Irish, Italians likelier to be 
Catholic, African Americans likelier 
to be Protestant

� Membership increases with age

Religion in the U.S.
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Figure 13.5 - Income and Rel igious Affi l iation. Page 363
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� Characteristics of Religious 
Groups
� Diversity – no dominant or state-mandated 

church, denomination
� Freedom for, pluralism of religions
� Competition and recruitment
� Fundamentalist revival as mainstream 

churches fail to meet basic needs
� Electronic church

� Religious groups now maintain 
homepages, discussion groups.

Religion in the U.S.
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Figure 13.6 - Chur ch Membership:  Dominant Rel igion, by County. Page 365
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� Secularization – the process by which worldly affairs 
replace spiritual interests.
� Secularization of culture – religion has less influence on 

society
� Due to spread of scientific thinking, industrialization, urbanization, 

mass education

� Secularization of religion!? – replacing a religion’s spiritual 
concerns with worldly concerns

� When a religion’s influence diminishes
� Explains splintering of Christian churches into many 

denominations
� Social changes may create different needs, failing to help those

whose situation hasn’t changed

Secularization of U.S. Churches
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Sociology of Medicine: 
National, International Characteristics

� Medicine—a society’s 
standard ways of dealing 
with illness and injury.

� Illness and health are 
related to cultural beliefs, 
lifestyle, and social class.

� The poor often receive 
second rate medical care.

� Skyrocketing costs have 
created dilemmas.
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� Culture influences health and illness.
� Sickness, health, sanity differ according 

to cultural guidelines.
� Culture-bound syndromes take place in only 

a certain culture
� Exs.: susto, anorexia, wendigo

� Medicalization – the process of identifying 
something as a medical issue that was not 
once considered one
� Exs.: cosmetic surgery, alcoholism, baldness, 

depression, “restless leg syndrome”

� Sociologists analyze the effects that 
people’s ideas of health and illness have 
on their lives.

Sociologists on Health:
Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
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� If society is to function well, 
its people must be healthy 
enough to perform their 
normal roles.

� Societies must set up ways 
to control sickness.

� This is done through a 
system of medical care.
� How effective is that system?

Copyright © 2004 by A llyn and Bacon

Sociological Perspectives on Health:
Functionalist Perspective
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� The primary focus of conflict theorists is how 
people struggle over scarce resources.

� The earliest-industrialized nations obtained 
power that enabled them to dominate.

� This also led to a stratification of medical care.
� Stratification also determines what diseases 

we get.

Sociological Perspectives on Health:
Conflict Perspective
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Historical Patterns of Health

� Epidemiology – the study of how 
medical disorders are distributed 
throughout a population.

� Heart disease and cancer are 
now the top killers in the US.

� Most people live longer today 
than their ancestors – so we 
consider them “healthier.”
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Average life expectancy per country, 2005

Education and Religion

Copyright © Allyn & Bacon 2006 32

Threats to Health

� AIDS—about 25 million people have 
died from the disease globally since 
1981

� Alcohol and Drugs—the average 
American consumes 39 gallons of 
alcoholic beverages per year.

� Disabling Environments—those that are 
harmful to health.
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� AIDS is one of the most widely studied 
epidemics
� Epidemic in Africa and India
� About 40 million humans HIV+ today

� Different causes are more prevalent in different 
regions (NB: These are not the only causes).
� US / Europe – IV drug use, male-to-male sexual 

contact
� Africa & Asia – male-to-female sexual contact, 

unsanitary health conditions
� 2001 - roughly 75 to 80% of all cases of HIV / AIDS 

worldwide caused by male-to-female sexual contact.

Worldwide Epidemic: 
HIV and AIDS
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Numbers of people living with HIV in the world, & specifically Africa,
1990 - 2005
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� Different cultures have 
different attitudes toward 
diseases, such as AIDS

� Ex.: Farmer & Kleinman’s
“AIDS as Human 
Suffering” (1989)
� US - "Robert" - gay man 

about to die from AIDS
� Doctors try to “fix” him

� Haiti - "Anita" - young 
woman who got the 
disease from her husband

� Dies very quickly, 
surrounded by family


